DRIVING POLICY

C.1.22
Driving Policy

Safe driving is the responsibility of every citizen with a respect for life. Good drivers are safe drivers. Their sound driving practices include: 

1. Having a valid driver’s license in the state where the religious resides (there usually is a grace period of several months after a change of state residence). Legally, the Province cannot permit anyone to drive with a suspended driver’s license.

2. Always buckling lap and shoulder belts and making sure everyone else in the car is buckled up.

3. Not using equipment that facilitates illegal or unsafe driving, such as radar detectors, etc.

4. Driving appropriately for weather and road conditions in observance of all speed limits and traffic laws.  

5. Driving only if in good physical and emotional health.  If one’s judgment is impaired by alcohol, drugs, medication, or night blindness, or if one is unable to safely operate a car, one should take a cab or public transportation or arrange for alternative transportation. 

Reporting Guidelines:

1. For all province vehicles, any accident or vehicle damage, regardless of fault, must be reported to the Director of Property and Insurance. 

2. DUI’S (Driving Under the Influence) which are charged must be reported to the Provincial Offices immediately.

3. Immediately notify one’s director if one’s driver’s license has been suspended.  

Accidents are always a serious matter and must be reported as soon as possible.  If a religious has an accident, his driving record and the circumstances surrounding the accident will be carefully and confidentially reviewed with him by a member of the Province Office of Temporalities, and, if necessary, he will be counseled appropriately.  All accidents should be reported, and an accident report must be filed as soon as possible.  

In case of an accident, the procedures mandated by the Province insurance provider are followed. This information should be kept in each vehicle.  The insurance provider should be notified within twenty-four hours of an accident.  For an accident with property damage and/or injuries, also contact the Province Director of Property and Insurance immediately.  

As part of our insurance coverage, motor vehicle records on individuals will be obtained for all drivers in the Province.  Driving a Province-owned vehicle is not a right and this convenience could be withdrawn by the Director or the Provincial Council. The following could result in losing driving privileges:

1. Leaving the scene of an accident

2. Homicide or assault with a motor vehicle

3. Felony involving a motor vehicle

4. Fleeing or attempting to elude police

5. Reckless operation of a vehicle

6. Serious violation such as endangering the lives of others

7. Driving with a suspended license

8. Unauthorized or illegal use of a vehicle

9. Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs

10. Diminishment due to loss of sensory acuity or other physical impairments.
Late in life the skills of a previously competent driver may diminish.  After age 75, senior drivers will be required to have a vehicle driving test conducted by the loss control agent of our insurance provider every three years or at the request of the director.  The purpose of this test is to certify that a member’s abilities are consistent with those required for the safe operation of a motor vehicle.  

All ‘at fault’ accidents will be reviewed by the insurance company’s loss control consultant.  The driver of an “at fault” accident may be asked to have an ‘in vehicle’ driving test conducted by the loss control agent of the insurance company.

