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Dear colleagues,

Joyous blessings in this glorious season of Easter!  

While we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord over the coming weeks, let us also take the 
time to remember that we could not have Easter without Good Friday.  Without suffering, there 
would be no Resurrection.  

Often within our own lives, or in the lives of those whom we serve in the Church, it may seem as 
though there is always suffering without the joy of the Resurrection.  However, after suffering 
there is healing, peace and joy.  Throughout our own suffering, or the suffering of others, we 
must often remind ourselves that the light will come.  No matter what happens, Jesus will come.

It is fitting that this year Child Abuse Prevention Month is a part of the Easter season. Easter 
offers us a time to further invite others to join in our mission of creating cultures of protection 
and healing.  Jesus calls us to bring forth messages of healing, hope and joy.  This is what you do 
on a daily basis.  Whether it’s taking calls from an angry volunteer, or working directly with a 
victim/survivor, you are doing the work of Christ.  

From the Secretariat, we are thankful for all that you do, and are blessed to have such wonderful 
colleagues.

Peace and all good things,

Deacon Bernie 
Executive Director 

USCCB June Plenary Assembly 
During the June Plenary Assembly Meeting, scheduled for June 13-15, 2018, the body of bishops 
will be voting on proposed revisions to the Charter. The meeting will include a discussion of the 
proposed revisions by the bishops. There will also be presentations by Bishop Timothy Doherty, 
Chair of the Committee on the Protection of Children and Young People (CPCYP), and Dr. 
Francesco Cesareo, Chair of the National Review Board. These presentations, deliberations of 
the proposed Charter revisions, and the entire plenary assembly meeting will be live-streamed on 
the USCCB.org website. When a date and time for these events are determined, we will provide 
you with an update, as well as the links to view the live-streams. We encourage you to tune-in to 
these important events! 

http://www.usccb.org/
https://usccb.site-ym.com/login.aspx
mailto:scyp@usccb.org


Podcasts and Webinars
Two podcasts are now available on the USCCB.org website including “An Overview of the 
SCYP,” and “The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC).” The next 
podcast will feature Bishop Timothy Doherty, Chair of the CPCYP. 

This year’s first live webinar,  scheduled for Monday, April 16 at 11am ET, will feature 
members of the National Review Board including Kate Huffman, Howard Healy, and Ernie 
Stark. The webinar will focus on diocesan review boards. We will send a link to the live-stream 
a week in advance. No registration is required. 

Monthly Rosary for Healing and Protection
We are grateful to Bishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, Joan Altmeyer, and the entire Diocese of 
Savannah for their witness in praying the Rosary for Healing Protection in March, and for 
allowing the USCCB to stream the prayer on social media platforms. In April, the USCCB will 
pray the Rosary; in May, the Archdiocese of Atlanta; in June, the CYPCLC Conference; and in 
July, the Diocese of Phoenix. Please pray with us and share these opportunities on your own 
diocesan social media platforms each month. More information on times, dates, and links will 
be posted on the USCCB.org website when available. 

2018 CYPCLC Updates
There is still time to register for this year’s Child and Youth Protection Catholic Leadership 
Conference! We are excited that Teresa Kettelkamp, former Executive Director of the 
Secretariat, has been appointed to the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors and 
will be presenting at the CYPCLC. For more information on the CYPCLC, visit the website!

Audit Revisions
Ongoing efforts are being made to update the audit methodology and process for the audit cycle 
beginning in 2020. An audit workgroup comprised of bishops and National Review Board 
members will soon be requesting proposals from audit firms. Thank you to those of you who 
have completed the 2017 Audit Evaluation Survey. Your responses will be helpful to the work-
group in their review process. If you haven’t completed the survey, there is still time! The survey 
closes April 13th. 

Child Abuse Prevention Month at the USCCB
Visit USCCB.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter to see what activities we are promot-
ing at our D.C. offices.  You can find resources from the USCCB and dioceses in the Resource 
Toolbox. 

HRO Training Update
High reliability training has been completed in 7 dioceses/eparchies including the Dioceses of 
Gary, Columbus, Kansas City – St. Joseph, Manchester, and Baton Rouge; the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans; and the Eparchy of St. George in Canton. Leaders from these dioceses will meet 
in October to discuss the practical outcome of the training in their dioceses, and the next steps 
in the HRO movement. We look forward to making the training accessible to all dioceses in 
2019. 

http://usccb.site-ym.com/members/group_content_view.asp?group=103259&id=667679
http://usccb.site-ym.com/members/group_content_view.asp?group=103259&id=667679
https://twitter.com/USCCB
https://www.facebook.com/usccb/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5FD9C97
https://nolacatholic.org/cypclc2018nola
http://www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladeiminori/en.html
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/index.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/diosav.org/videos/10155333502052197/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/podcasts.cfm



