
Our Lady of Guadalupe
16th century 

Feast—December 12
Under this title, Our Lady is the patron of Mexico, the United 
States, and all of the Americas, as well as the protector of unborn 
children. In 1531, she appeared in a vision to the peasant Juan 
Diego on Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City and charged him with 
asking the bishop to build a church on that spot. But the bishop 
demanded a sign, so Our Lady had Juan gather flowers in his cloak 
in December to take to the bishop. When Juan opened his cloak, 
the colorful image of Guadalupe was emblazoned on the cactus-
cloth. That icon is preserved in the most famous shrine in the 
Western Hemisphere, and Our Lady of Guadalupe continues to 
inspire poor and oppressed people worldwide. 
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