ADVENT

John Damascene

Feast Day—December 4

v The last of the Greek fathers, John was born in
Damascus, Syria. He succeeded his father as chief
representative of the Christian community to the
caliph in Damascus, then under Islamic rule. However,
after serving some years, he was forced to resign in
719 because of his faith. He entered a monastery in

the mountain wilderness between Jerusalem and the
Dead Sea, and lived there until his death. As a priest,
he devoted himself to prayer and writing, producing
150 works on theology, philosophy, and religious
education, as well as a defense of the veneration of
icons and numerous hymns. His work was widely cited
in the Middle Ages. Pope Leo XIII declared him a
Doctor of the Church in 1890.
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Image: John Damascene with a Rosary before an Altar, Follower of Hans Schilling, The J. Paul Getty Museum.



