
THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH IN WHICH SACRED CELEBRATIONS 
ARE ALREADY REGULARLY TAKING PLACE

Lighting of the Altar and the Church (outside of Lent)
(Chapter III, no. 31)
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31. Then the festive lighting takes place: all the candles, including those at 
the places where the anointings were made, and the church’s other lamps 
are lit as a sign of rejoicing. Meanwhile, one of the following antiphons is 
sung with the Canticle of Tobit: 
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The Canticle of Tobit
(13:10, 13-14ab, 14c-15, 17 [Vulgate])

10 Bless the Lord, all you his chosen ones, *
  proclaim a day of gladness and give him glory.  R.

13 Jerusalem, city of God, †
  you will shine with splendid light, *
  and all the ends of the earth will pay you homage.
14 Nations will come from afar *
  and, bearing gifts, will adore you, Lord. R.

Your land will be called holy *
15   and your name be invoked as great.
17 You shall rejoice in your children, †
  for all shall be blessed *
  and gathered before the Lord. R.
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